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� � � � � � � � 	 
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The qPrinter² ActiveX DLL has the following class objects.   
 
QcPrinter  
Description The main Class object in qPrinter².  All properties and methods are accessed through 

this object 
Details qPrinter2:qcPrinter 
  
QcDocumen  
Description The qcDocument class holds all the information about the Document.  The object can be 

accessed through the qcPrinter.Document property.  The  Document holds collections of 
Templates, FormatBlocks, TextBlocks and Images 

Details qPrinter2:qcDocument 
  
qcFormatBlock  
Description The qcFormatBlock holds formatting and text information to be printed.  The styles for 

the FormatBlock apply to all the Text held by it.  Templates are FormatBlocks without 
Text.  These can then be used by TextBlocks (qcTextBlock) to add/edit smaller items 
that use the Template for their Formatting options. 

Details qPrinter2:qcFormatBlock 
  
QcTextBloc  
Description The qcTextBlock object is a cut down FormatBlock and uses Templates for formatting 

options.  These are useful for Table/Column based documents where the Template holds 
the positioning information. 

Details qPrinter2:qcTextBlock 
  
QcImage  
Description Used to hold information about Images in the Document.  The Image can have similar 

formatting options to the FormatBlock including positioning, Alignment and Border 
properties. 
Details qPrinter2:qcImage 

  
qcImageBank  
Description The qcImageBank Class is used to hold a collection of Images that are used by the 

Document.  It is useful for holding Images that are repeated in the Document, ensuring 
they are stored only once. 

Details qPrinter2:qcImageBank 
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 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Document Construction and Layout 
Description The article describes how Documents are laid out on a page and details using the 

Vertical alignment properties to create Columns and Tables in Documents. 
 

Details Document Layout 
  
Invoice Example  
Description Code example demonstrating a number of new qPrinter² Methods and Properties to 

create a simple Invoice. 
Details Invoice Example 
  
Inline Styles and Variable Text 
Description Details the inline styles that can be used in qPrinter² and Variables that can be inserted 

into the text as it is Previewed/Printed e.g. Page Number and Page Total. 
Details Variable Text 
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� � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
The main Class object in qPrinter². All properties and methods are accessed through this object. 
 
 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Displays a window for the User to choose the Printer to be used. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ChoosePrinter 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . ChoosePr i nt er  
 
See Also: OrientOkay, Orientation, Preview, PrintDoc, PrintOptions 
 
� � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � �
 
Returns the Document (qcDocument) object. Used to access the Properties and methods of the Document. See 
the qcDocument documentation for details of methods and properties. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Document 
 
Return Value 
 
qcDocument 
 
See Also: qcDocument 
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� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Creates a document from a standard Visual Basic form based on the controls on the form. The following 
controls can be included in the document: 
  
TextBox The text value of the property will be included in the document. If the 'AutoHeight' property is set to 
True, the full contents of the TextBox will be included in the document even if it is not fully visible on the form. 
Label The caption value of the Label will be added to the Document. 
ComboBox The currently selected item in the ComboBox will be added to the document. 
ListBox The items in the Listbox will be displayed in the document. 
Option Button The method will determine the selected option and add the selected caption to the document. 
The Option's position in the document is based on the position of the first Option in the container. Options that 
have not been selected are not added to the document. 
PictureBox Where the PictureBox includes an image, the content will be added to the document. 
ImageBox Where the ImageBox includes an image, the content will be added to the document.  
The method will try to layout the objects in the document to match the form's layout. Each control on the form / 
container included in the document is either a FormatBlock or ImageBlock. All of the document items are 
created as Absolute and are placed on Page 1 of the document. This means that the form can only be printed 
on one page. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.FormPrint (frmPrint As Object, ParentContain As Object, FormAlign As qePrinterAlign, InputBorder As 
Boolean , TopOffset As Single, AutoHeight As Boolean , ExcludeList As String) 
 
Parameters 
 
FrmPrint The Form containing the controls to create a Document. 
ParentContain The Containing Parent object. This allows a section of a form to be used by only 

including the controls on a Frame, PictureBox etc. 
FormAlign The Alignment of the Form on the Page. Where 'Justify' is selected, the controls will be 

stretch to fit the width of the page. If the content of a Form are larger than the Page width 
of the Document, the layout will be squeezed to fit on the Page 

InputBorder True or False value to determine whether a border is placed around TextBoxes, 
ListBoxes, Comboboxes and Pictures. 

TopOffset The distance from the top of the page based on the ScaleMode of the Document. 
AutoHeight Whether text items are forced to fit within the size of the control or are allowed to flow 

beyond their vertical boundary. 
ExcludeList List of Controls that are not to be included in the document. Each item in the list should 

be prefixed by an asterisk '*' like: 
 
Label 1* Label 2* Label 3"  
 
Items in a control array should be listed in the format '*Name/Index'. To exclude 
Label1(0) and Label1(1) use: 
 
"*Label 1/ 0* Label 1/ 1"  

 
Notes 
 
Each control has a Document Item created for it. In the case of PictureBoxes and ImageBoxes these are 
ImageBlocks. All text based controls have a FormatBlock. You can access these items using:  
 
qPr i nt . Absol ut eI t ems( " [ Cont r ol Name] " )  
 
Where ControlName is the name of the original control on the form. If an item is part of a Control Array, the 
name is appended with /[Index]. 
 
See Also: FormPrint_Update, qcFormatBlock.Absolute, qcFormatBlock.AbsPage, qcDocument.AbsoluteItems 
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� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � �
 
Updates the information already held in a document created using the FormPrint method. This is useful where 
the user has changed values on the form, the method will make any changes to the document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.FormPrint_Update (frmPrint As Object) 
 
Parameters 
 
FrmPrint The Form used to create the document. 

 
See Also: FormPrint 
 
� � � � � �  ! " # � � � � � �
 
Experimental method to create an HTML page from the current qPrinter document. The method will create a 
HTML page and a folder to hold images for the document. Document Items are sectioned into HTML Table 
Cells. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.HTMExport (sPath As String, sName As String) 
 
Parameters 
 
Spath The Path for the HTML file 
Sname The Name of the HTML Document. Images will be stored in a Folder with '_Images' 

appended to the name. 
 
Notes 
 
Where possible the method will transfer font and border styles to the HTML document. The document is created 
in a single page. 
 
� � � � � $� � %
 � %� � �
 
qPrinter² will determine the current language of the User from their Windows settings. This property can be used 
to Read or change the language. The default for unsuported languages is English. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Language 
 
Return Value 
 
qeLocaleLanguageEnum 
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� � 	 � � $� � � &�� ' � � � � 
 � � � � � �
 
Creates a document from a ListView including Icons. There are two styles of document; Report or List.  
 
Report Style Document  
The Report document will display a 2 column document with the column header 
listed in the left column and the column content in the right header. This will be 
repeated for each item in the list.  
 
List Style Document 
The List style document will try to emulate the content of the ListView in the 
document. Both styles of document use the Table_BestFit method to fit the items 
on the page. Columns containing text wider than the width of the column will be 
wrapped. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ListView_Document (lvList As Object, bReportStyle As Boolean , sColumnGap As Single, sRowGap As 
Single, BorderMargin As Single) 
 
Parameters 
 
LvList The ListView used to create the document. 
bReportStyle The Style of Document. True[Default] for Report Style. False for List Style. 
sColumnGap A single value based on the ScaleMode of the Document to determine the gap between 

each column. 
SrowGap A single value based on the ScaleMode of the Document to determine the gap between 

each row. 
BorderMargin A single value based on the ScaleMode of the Document to determine the gap between 

the border of each cell and the content. 
 
Notes 
 
Font Styles  
The styles for the headers and items in the document can be changed after the document has been created. 
The method creates Template blocks for each item and each header. For Report Style documents there are 2 
header templates and 2 item templates. For List Style documents there are header and item templates for each 
column in the ListView.  
 
Each Template has a key made up of: 
[ListView Name] Head [Column Number] 
[ListView Name] Item [Column Number] 
 
This means that it is possible to Right align a complete column by changing the Template's 'Align' property. 
 
See Also: Table_BestFit, FormPrint 
 
� � 
 � � ( � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the Printer Orientation. The OrientOkay property can be used to check whether the current Printer 
can change Orientation. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Orientation 
 
Return Value 
 
qePrintOrientation 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Or i ent at i on = qPor t r ai t   
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See Also: OrientOkay, ChoosePrinter 
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� � � � � ( � � � � � ( ) � * � �
 
Determines whether the orientation of the current printer can be changed. In Visual Basic many properties of the 
Printer object cannot be changed. This property returns a boolean value indicating whether the current Printer's 
page Width and Height change when the Orientation is changed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.OrientOkay 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
Notes 
 
True: The printer's Orientation can be changed. 
False: Changing the printer's Orientation has no effect. 
 
See Also: ChoosePrinter 
 
� � � � � � � � � +� � ' � �
 
Displays a Preview window of the Document. The User can then opt to Print the document from the Preview 
window. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Preview (StartPage As Integer , bMaximizePreview As Boolean ) 
 
Parameters 
 
StartPage Optional The first page to show in the document. Default is Page 1 
bMaximizePreview Optional Set the Preview Window to Maximized view. Default is False. 

 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Pr evi ew 2,  Tr ue '  Show Page 2 i n Maxi mi zed wi ndow  
 
See Also: PrintDoc, ChoosePrinter, PrintOptions 
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� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Print the current Document without displaying a Preview. The 'ShowPrintOptions' parameter can be used to 
display Print Window to the User. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.PrintDoc (StartPage As Integer, EndPage As Integer, Copies As Integer , Collate As Boolean , 
PrinterNumber As Integer , ShowPrintOptions As Boolean ) 
 
Parameters 
 
StartPage The first page of a range to print. If both StartPage and EndPage are the same, a 

single page is printed. 
EndPage The last page in the Range to Print. 
Copies The number of Copies to Print 
Collate Collation options for multiple copies. 
PrinterNumber The number of the Printer to Print the Document to. If omitted, the current Printer 

selection is used. 
ShowPrintOptions Determines whether the 'Print Window' is shown for the User to choose the Print 

options. 
Notes 

 
The following example would Print 2 collated copies of the Full Document. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Pr i nt Doc ,  ,  2,  Tr ue  
 
See Also: Preview, ChoosePrinter, PrintOptions 
 
� � � � � � � � � � � ( � � � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets property to enable/disable sections of the Print Window. Combined values determine the options 
displayed to the end user. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.PrintOptions 
 
Return Value 
 
qePrintOptionFlags 
 
Notes 
 
ShowPage_po: Always available. 
ShowPrinter_po: Shows the 'Choose Printer' section 
ShowCopies_po: Shows the 'Copy and Collation' section 
ChoosePrinterOnly_po: Shows only the 'Choose Printer' section 
 
The following example would hide the 'Choose Printer' section. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Pr i nt Opt i ons =  ShowCopi es_po  
 
See Also: Preview, PrintDoc, ChoosePrinter 
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� � � � � � , � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Resets all the DocumentItems and properties of the Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ResetItems 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Reset I t ems 
 
See Also: qcDocument 
 
� � � � � �  � - � � � . � � � � � � � �
 
Used to distribute the columns of a Table. The method measures all the cells in the table and calculates an 
appropriate column width based on the results. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Table_BestFit (lItem As Long, sColumnGap As Single) 
 
Parameters 
 
Item The first DocumentItem in the Table 
sColumnGap The gap between each column 

 
Return Value 
 
Integer 
 
Notes 
 
0: Operation was successful 
-1: Item (lItem) was outside the range of DocumentItems 
-2: Item was not the first item in a row 
-3: The minimum width of all columns is greater than available page width. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Tabl e_Best Fi t  10,  2  
 
See Also: qcDocument.CreateColumns, qcDocument.DocumentItems 
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/ � � 0 � � � � 
 � � � � �
 
The qcDocument class holds all the information about the Document. The object can be accessed through the 
qcPrinter.Document property. The Document holds collections of Templates, FormatBlocks, TextBlocks and 
Images. 
 
� � � � � � - � � � 
 � � � � � � � � �
 
Returns a collection of Items that are Absolute. These items appear on a specified page, independent of the 
TextFlow items in the document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AbsoluteItems 
 
Return Value 
 
qcolDocItems 
 
Notes 
 
The collection returned can contain FormatBlocks or Image items. 
 
See Also: qcFormatBlock.Absolute, AddFormatBlock, AddImage, AddTextBlock 
 
� � � � � � 	 	 . � � ) � � � %� � �
 
Adds an Image to the ImageBank. The ImageBank can be used for repeated Images. An Image added to the 
Document can reference the Image in the Bank rather than a holding a repeated copy of it, lowering resource 
use. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AddBankImage (sKey As String, PictureFromObject As StdPicture, LoadFileName As String) 
 
Parameters 
 
SKey The Key to identify the Item. 
PictureFromObject Add a picture from a object e.g. PictureBox, Form or Image. 
LoadFileName The filename of an Image to load. 

 
Example 
 
'  Add an i mage t o t he I mageBank 
qPr i nt . Document . AddBankI mage " I mage1" ,  Pi ct ur e1. Pi ct ur e 
'  Add an i mage t o t he document  f r om t he I mageBank 
qPr i nt . Document . AddI mage Fal se,  ,  ,  " I mage1"   
 
See Also: AddImage 
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� � � � � � 	 	 � � � � � � . � � � ) � �
 
Adds a FormatBlock to the Document collection. A FormatBlock contains all the style alignment and border 
information for the Text to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AddFormatBlock (Text As String, FontName As String, FontSize As Single, FontBold As Boolean , 
FontItalic As Boolean , FontUnderline As Boolean , FontColor As Long , Align As qePrinterAlign , IndentLeft As 
Single , IndentRight As Single , Width As Single , bVAlignNextItem As Boolean , bAbsolute As Boolean , 
KeepWithNext As Boolean , sKey As String, BeforeObject As Variant, AfterObject As Variant, CalculateSize As 
Boolean ) 
 
Parameters 
 
Text The Text of the FormatBlock to be included in the Document. 
FontName The font family to use for the Item. 
FontSize The font size to use for the Item. 
FontBold Bold style. 
FontItalic Italic style. 
FontUnderline Underline style. 
FontColor Forecolor for the Item. 
Align Alignment of the Item on the page: Left, Centre, Right or Full justification. 
IndentLeft The distance from the Left margin to indent the Item. 
IndentRight The distance from the Right margin to indent the Item. 
Width The width of the item - used in conjunction with IndentLeft and IndentRight. 
bVAlignNextItem The Vertical Alignment of the Item. When set to True the Top of the next item in the 

Document will be at the same vertical position as this Item. 
bAbsolute Sets whether the Item is Absolute - appearing on a specified page at a specified 

position, or TextFlow where the position is dependent on the other Items in the 
Document. 

KeepWithNext Ensures the Item is not seperated from the next Item by a Page Break. 
sKey The Key to identify the Item. 
BeforeObject The Index or Key of the Item the new Item should be placed before in the Document 

order. 
AfterObject The Index or Key of the Item the new Item should be placed after in the Document 

order. 
CalculateSize Optional value to indicate whether the Item's size should be calculated. For large 

documents this can help speed the Preview/Printing process 
 
Notes 
 
The CalculateSize parameter is only worth using if no further changes to the FormatBlock are to be made. 
Subsequent changes will require a recalculation of the size. 
 
The example would add a Bold, centered title ("Document Title") to the Document. 
 
Example 
 
'  Add a Bol d Ti t l e t o t he Document  
qPr i nt . Document . AddFor mat Bl ock " Document  Ti t l e" ,  " Ar i al " ,  12,  Tr ue,  ,  ,  ,  eCent r e 
 
See Also: Templates, AbsoluteItems, DocumentItems, AddTemplateBlock, AddImage, AddTextBlock 
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� � � � � � 	 	 � � � %� � �
 
Adds an Image to the Document collection. An Image can be added from another object, a file or from the 
ImageBank.  
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AddImage (bAbsolute As Boolean, PictureFromObject As StdPicture, LoadFileName As String, 
ImageBankKey As String , bVAlignNextItem As Boolean , sKey As String, BeforeObject As Variant, AfterObject 
As Variant) 
 
Parameters 
 
bAbsolute Sets whether the Item is Absolute - appearing on a specified page at a specified 

position, or TextFlow where the position is dependent on the other Items in the 
Document. 

PictureFromObject Add a picture from a object e.g. PictureBox, Form or Image. 
LoadFileName The filename of an Image to load. 
ImageBankKey The Key identifying an Image already added to the ImageBank. 
bVAlignNextItem The Vertical Alignment of the Item. When set to True the Top of the next item in the 

Document will be at the same vertical position as this Item. 
sKey The Key to identify the Item. 
BeforeObject The Index or Key of the Item the new Item should be placed before in the Document 

order. 
AfterObject The Index or Key of the Item the new Item should be placed after in the Document 

order. 
 
Notes 
 
Only one item is required for either the PictureFromObject, LoadFileName or ImageBankKey. The ImageBank 
can be used for repeated images to lower the amount of resources the document uses. 
 
Example 
 
'  Add an i mage f r om an Obj ect  
qPr i nt . Document . AddI mage Fal se,  Pi ct ur e1. Pi ct ur e 
'  Add an i mage f r om a Fi l e 
qPr i nt . Document . AddI mage Fal se,  ,  " C: \ My Document s\ Pi ct ur e. bmp"  
 
'  Add an i mage t o t he I mageBank 
qPr i nt . Document . AddBankI mage " I mage1" ,  Pi ct ur e1. Pi ct ur e 
'  Add an i mage t o t he document  f r om t he I mageBank 
qPr i nt . Document . AddI mage Fal se,  ,  ,  " I mage1"   
 
See Also: AbsoluteItems, DocumentItems, AddBankImage 



 © 2002 qbd software ltd  Page No 18 

 
� � � � � � 	 	  � � � � � � � . � � � ) �
 
Adds a FormatBlock to the Template collection that can be used to format TextBlocks. The Template item does 
not contain Text. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AddTemplateBlock (FontName As String, FontSize As Single, sKey As String, FontBold As Boolean , 
FontItalic As Boolean , FontUnderline As Boolean , FontColor As Long , Align As qePrinterAlign , IndentLeft As 
Single , IndentRight As Single , Width As Single , bVAlignNextItem As Boolean , KeepWithNext As Boolean ) 
 
Parameters 
 
FontName The font family to use for the Template item. 
FontSize The font size to use for the Template. 
SKey The Key to identify the Template. 
FontBold Bold style. 
FontItalic Italic style. 
FontUnderline Underline style. 
FontColor Forecolor for the Template. 
Align Alignment of the text on the page: Left, Centre, Right or Full justification. 
IndentLeft The distance from the Left margin to indent the Item. 
IndentRight The distance from the Right margin to indent the Item. 
Width The width of the item - used in conjunction with IndentLeft and IndentRight. 
bVAlignNextItem The Vertical Alignment of the Item. When set to True the Top of the next Item in the 

Document will be at the same vertical position as this Item. 
KeepWithNext Ensures the Item is not seperated from the next Item by a Page Break. 

 
Notes 
 
The example adds to Templates to the document and uses these to add different document elements in the 
specified style. 
 
Example 
 
Di m qTempl at e As qcFor mat Bl ock 
 
'  Add a Bol d Ti t l e Templ at e 
qPr i nt . Document . AddTempl at eBl ock " Ar i al " ,  12,  " st y l eTi t l e" ,  Tr ue,  ,  ,  ,  eCent r e 
Set  qTempl at e = qPr i nt . Document . Templ at es( " st y l eTi t l e" )  
'  Change t he Bor der  f or  t he Ti t l e Templ at e 
qTempl at e. Bor der Col or  = vbBl ack 
qTempl at e. ShowBor der  = Tr ue 
qTempl at e. Bor der St y l e = f bsAl l  
Set  qTempl at e = Not hi ng 
 
'  Add a Body st y l e Templ at e 
qPr i nt . Document . AddTempl at eBl ock " Ver dana" ,  11,  " st y l eBody" ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  eJust i f y  
 
'  Add i nf or mat i on t o t he Document  usi ng t he Templ at e st y l es 
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " Sect i on 1" ,  " st y l eTi t l e"  
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " The t ext  of  t he sect i on one. " ,  " st y l eBody"  
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " Sect i on 2" ,  " st y l eTi t l e"  
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " The t ext  of  t he sect i on t wo. " ,  " st y l eBody"  
 
See Also: Templates, AddFormatBlock, AddTextBlock 
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Adds a TextBlock to the Document. TextBlocks are small objects that reference the style and formatting 
information in a Template item. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AddTextBlock (Text As String, TemplateKey As Variant, KeepWithNext As Boolean , 
bUseTemplateKeepNext As Boolean , bVAlignNextItem As Boolean , sKey As String, BeforeObject As Variant, 
AfterObject As Variant, CalculateSize As Boolean , bUseTemplateVAlign As Boolean ) 
 
Parameters 
 
Text The Text of the to be included in the Document. 
TemplateKey The Key to identify the Template to be used by the TextBlock. 
KeepWithNext Ensures the Item is not seperated from the next Item by a Page Break. 
bUseTemplateKeepNext Uses the KeepWithNext value set in the Template. 
bVAlignNextItem The Vertical Alignment of the Item. When set to True the Top of the next item in 

the Document will be at the same vertical position as this Item. 
sKey The Key to identify the Item. 
BeforeObject The Index or Key of the Item the new Item should be placed before in the 

Document order. 
AfterObject The Index or Key of the Item the new Item should be placed after in the Document 

order. 
CalculateSize Optional value to indicate whether the Item's size should be calculated. For large 

documents this can help speed the Preview/Printing process 
bUseTemplateVAlign Uses the Vertical alignment (VAlignNext) value set in the Template 

 
Notes 
 
The example creates two Template items and then adds TextBlocks based on the Templates to the document. 
 
Example 
 
Di m qTempl at e As qcFor mat Bl ock 
 
'  Add a Bol d Ti t l e Templ at e 
qPr i nt . Document . AddTempl at eBl ock " Ar i al " ,  12,  " st y l eTi t l e" ,  Tr ue,  ,  ,  ,  eCent r e 
Set  qTempl at e = qPr i nt . Document . Templ at es( " st y l eTi t l e" )  
'  Change t he Bor der  f or  t he Ti t l e Templ at e 
qTempl at e. Bor der Col or  = vbBl ack 
qTempl at e. ShowBor der  = Tr ue 
qTempl at e. Bor der St y l e = f bsAl l  
Set  qTempl at e = Not hi ng 
 
'  Add a Body st y l e Templ at e 
qPr i nt . Document . AddTempl at eBl ock " Ver dana" ,  11,  " st y l eBody" ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  eJust i f y  
 
'  Add i nf or mat i on t o t he Document  usi ng t he Templ at e st y l es 
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " Sect i on 1" ,  " st y l eTi t l e"  
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " The t ext  of  t he sect i on one. " ,  " st y l eBody"  
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " Sect i on 2" ,  " st y l eTi t l e"  
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " The t ext  of  t he sect i on t wo. " ,  " st y l eBody"   
 
See Also: Templates, DocumentItems, AddTemplateBlock, AddFormatBlock 
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� � 	 � � � � � 1 � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets property that can be used to insert the name of the Application calling the Print/Preview. When 
qPrinter finds #AppName# in the text of a document it will be replaced with the Application name passed to the 
property. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AppName 
 
Return Value 
 
String 
 
Notes 
 
AppName is one of several text inserts. See Variable Text. 
 
� � 
 � � � +� � � � - � � � � �%� � � �
 
The Height available after the Top and Bottom Margins have been removed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AvailableHeight 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: MarginTop, MarginBottom, AvailableWidth 
 
� � � � � � +� � � � - � � 2 � 	 � � � �
 
The Width available after the Left and Right Margins have been removed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AvailableWidth 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: MarginLeft, MarginRight, AvailableHeight 
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�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �
 
Method will create a row of FormatBlocks either for direct input or as Templates for multiple rows. The method 
will determine the position for each column and add the appropriate borders to each cell depending on it's 
position.  The style properties for each item can be adjusted after the method has been called. 
The AutoStyleRowType parameter is used to indicate the type of row being created. There are four styles 
(none, first, middle and last). The style ensures the correct borders are used and also creates the correct 
alignment and break parameters for the row. 
 
The InsertRow method can be used to Insert rows based on Templates created by the method. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.CreateColumns (Columns As Integer, Key As String, CreateTemplates As Boolean, FontName As String, 
FontSize As Single, Alignment As qePrinterAlign, IndentLeft As Single, IndentRight As Single, 
AutoStyleRowType As qeCreateColumnRowType, GapBetweenColumns As Single, ParamArray WidthRatios() 
As Variant) 
 
Parameters 
 
Columns The number of Columns in the Row. 
Key The Key each DocumentItem or Template Item will be given, this will be appended 

with the number of the Column. 
CreateTemplates Determines whether a Template will be created or a row of DocumentItems. 

Templates can be used to add rows in the same style. 
FontName The FontName to use for each column (these can be changed after the method has 

been used) 
FontSize The FontSize for each column. 
Alignment The Alignment for the text in each column. 
IndentLeft The position from the left margin of the document where the row should start. 
IndentRight The position from the right margin of the document where the row should end. 
AutoStyleRowType Used to create four types of row; None, First, Middle, Last. The different styles alter 

how the borders for each row is displayed and the 'Last' style ensures that any 
DocumentItems after the row are not linked to the row. The 'First Row' style will set 
the 'FontBold' property for each cell. If the value is ccrNone a border will be created 
around each column. 

GapBetweenColumns The gap between each column - this can have an impact on the borders as no 
horizontal borders will cross the gaps. 

ParamArray 
WidthRatios() 

A ParamArray of numeric values indicating the width ratio of each column. See the 
Notes below for further details. 

 
Notes 
 
The WidthRatios() parameter is used to determine variations in the width of each column. The method will total 
all the values in the Array and then use each value to determine the size of the column. For example: 
Columns: 3 WidthRatios: 3,5,2 Total Ratio: 3 + 5 + 2 = 10 The first column would be 30% of the width of the 
row, the second column would be 50% of the width and the last column would be 20%. 
 
Example 
 
I nvoi ce Exampl e 
 
See Also: qcDocument.InsertRow, qcPrinter.Table_BestFit, qcFormatBlock.ShowBorder, 
qcFormatBlock.KeepWithNext, qcFormatBlock.VAlignNextItem 
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� � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Returns the collection of Items in the Document. These items are TextFlow items and appear in the Document 
consecutively. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.DocumentItems 
 
Return Value 
 
qcolDocItems 
 
Notes 
 
The collection can return FormatBlocks, TextBlocks and Image items. 
 
See Also: AbsoluteItems, AddFormatBlock, AddImage, AddTextBlock 
  
� � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Property to access the Header FormatBlock for the specified PageType. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Footer (PageType As qePrinterHeadFootPage) 
 
Parameters 
 
PageType The type of page to access. Standard, First, Odd, Even or Last. 

 
Return Value 
 
qcFormatBlock 
 
Notes 
 
See Document Layout 
 
See Also: Header, SetFooter, FooterCopy, SetFooterContent, AvailableHeight 
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�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � * � �
 
Copies the specified 'FromItem' Footer FormatBlock to the 'ToItem' Footer FormatBlock. The FormatBlock for 
the copied item can then be altered. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.FooterCopy (FromItem As qePrinterHeadFootPage, ToItem As qePrinterHeadFootPage) 
 
Parameters 
 
FromItem The type of page to Copy: Standard, First, Odd, Even or Last. 
ToItem The type of page to paste the copy: Standard, First, Odd, Even or Last. 

 
Notes 
 
Simplifies creating Footers by allowing style Changes to be copied from one PageType to another. 
The example creates a Footer displaying the Page Number on the right hand side of the OddPage. The 
FooterCopy method is used to copy the formatting options of the OddPage Footer to the EvenPage Footer. The 
EvenPage Footer's alignment is then changed to Left justification. 
 
Example 
 
'  Cr eat e t he ' Odd Page'  Foot er  
Wi t h qPr i nt . Document . Foot er ( OddPage_hf )  
  . Font Name = " Ar i al "  
  . Font Si ze = 8 
  . Font Bol d = Tr ue 
  . Al i gnment  = eRi ght  
  . Text  = " Page #pagenumber #"  
End Wi t h 
'  Copy t he Foot er  t o t he ' Even Page'  Foot er  
qPr i nt . Document . Foot er Copy OddPage_hf ,  EvenPage_hf  
'  Change t he Al i gnment  of  t he Even Page Foot er  
qPr i nt . Document . Foot er ( EvenPage_hf ) . Al i gnment  = eLef t  
 
See Also: SetFooter, Footer, SetFooterContent 
  
� � � � � � � � � 	 � � � �
 
Property to access the Header FormatBlock for the specified PageType. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Header (PageType As qePrinterHeadFootPage) 
 
Parameters 
 
PageType The type of page to access. Standard, First, Odd, Even or Last. 

 
Return Value 
 
qcFormatBlock 
 
Notes 
 
See Document Layout 
 
See Also: qcFormatBlock, SetHeader, Footer, HeaderCopy, SetHeaderContent, AvailableHeight 
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Copies the specified 'FromItem' Header FormatBlock to the 'ToItem' Header FormatBlock. The FormatBlock for 
the copied item can then be altered. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.HeaderCopy (FromItem As qePrinterHeadFootPage, ToItem As qePrinterHeadFootPage) 
 
Parameters 
 
FromItem The type of page to Copy: Standard, First, Odd, Even or Last. 
ToItem The type of page to paste the copy: Standard, First, Odd, Even or Last. 

 
Notes 
 
Simplifies creating Headers by allowing style Changes to be copied from one PageType to another. 
The example creates a Header displaying the title of the Document on the right hand side of the OddPage. The 
HeaderCopy method is used to copy the formatting options of the OddPage Header to the EvenPage Header. 
The EvenPage Header's alignment is then changed to Left justification. 
 
Example 
 
'  Cr eat e t he ' Odd Page'  Header  
Wi t h qPr i nt . Document . Header ( OddPage_hf )  
  . Font Name = " Ar i al "  
  . Font Si ze = 11 
  . Font Bol d = Tr ue 
  . Al i gnment  = eRi ght  
  . Text  = " #AppName# -  Document  1"  
End Wi t h 
'  Copy t he Header  t o t he ' Even Page'  Header  
qPr i nt . Document . Header Copy OddPage_hf ,  EvenPage_hf  
'  Change t he Al i gnment  of  t he Even Page Header  
qPr i nt . Document . Header Copy( EvenPage_hf ) . Al i gnment  = eLef t  
 
See Also: Header, SetHeader, SetHeaderContent 
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Method will create a row of TextBlocks based on Column Templates created using the CreateColumns method, 
inserting the Text specified in the CellText parameter.  The Text will be formatted using the formatting styles in 
the Template. 
The LastRow parameter will set the last Cell's KeepWithNext property to False. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.InsertRow (Template As String, AppendKey As String, LastRow As Boolean, CellText() As ParamArray) 
 
Parameters 
 
Template The key of the Templates to use.  If Templates created using the CreateColumns had 

the key 'Table', then each column Template would have a number after it e.g.: 'Table1', 
'Table2', 'Table3'.  When using the InsertRow method, the key should be the same as 
the name passed to the CreateColumns routine. 

AppendKey If included the TextBlocks created by the method will have a Key in the 
format:[Template][Column #][AppendKey].  The TextBlocks can then be accessed 
using the key from the DocumentItems collection.  If omitted, the TextBlocks will not 
include a Key. 

LastRow Determines whether the row should be kept with the next item.   
CellText() A ParamArray of Text values that should be inserted into the row. 

 
Notes 
 
The CellText() ParamArray allows the Text to be included as a comma separated list at the end of the call to the 
method: 
InsertRow "Table1", "Row1", False, "Column 1 Text", "Column 2 Text", "Column 3 Text", "Column 4 Text" ... etc. 
 
Example 
 
See:  I nvoi ce Exampl e 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Cr eat eCol umns 5,  " t bHead" ,  Tr ue,  " Ar i al " ,  11,  eCent r e,  0,  0,  _ 
ccr Fi r st Row,  0,  2,  5,  1,  2,  2 
qPr i nt . Document . I nser t Row " t bHead" ,  " " ,  Fal se,  " I D" ,  " Descr i pt i on" ,  " Qt y" ,  
" Pr i ce" ,  " Sub- Tot al "  
See Al so:  qcDocument . Cr eat eCol umns,  qcPr i nt er . Tabl e_Best Fi t ,  
qcFor mat Bl ock. ShowBor der ,  qcFor mat Bl ock. KeepWi t hNext ,  qcFor mat Bl ock. VAl i gnNext I t em 
  
� � � 	 � � $� � 	 � �
 
Loads a previously saved document from the specified file. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Load (Filename As String) 
 
Parameters 
 
Filename  

 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Load App. Pat h & " \ Document s\ MyFi l e. qdc"  
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� � � 
 � � ! � � %�� . � � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the Bottom Margin for the Document in the Scale specified by the ScaleMode property. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.MarginBottom 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
Notes 
 
The example sets the Bottom Margin to 1 Inch. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Scal eMode = eI nch 
qPr i nt . Document . Mar gi nBot t om = 1  
 
See Also: ScaleMode, MarginLeft, MarginRight, MarginTop, AvailableWidth 
  
� � � � � � ! � � %�� $� 3� � �
 
Returns/Sets the Left hand Margin for the Document in the Scale specified by the ScaleMode property. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.MarginLeft 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
Notes 
 
The example sets the Left hand Margin to 1 Inch. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Scal eMode = eI nch 
qPr i nt . Document . Mar gi nLef t  = 1 
 
See Also: ScaleMode, MarginRight, MarginTop, MarginBottom, AvailableWidth 
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Returns/Sets the Right hand Margin for the Document in the Scale specified by the ScaleMode property. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.MarginRight 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
Notes 
 
The example sets the Right hand Margin to 1 Inch. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Scal eMode = eI nch 
qPr i nt . Document . Mar gi nRi ght  = 1 
 
See Also: ScaleMode, MarginLeft, MarginTop, MarginBottom, AvailableWidth 
  
� � � � � � ! � � %��  � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the Top Margin for the Document in the Scale specified by the ScaleMode property. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.MarginTop 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
Notes 
 
The example sets the Top Margin to 1 Inch. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Scal eMode = eI nch 
qPr i nt . Document . Mar gi nTop = 1  
 
See Also: ScaleMode, MarginLeft, MarginRight, MarginBottom, AvailableHeight 
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Returns the total pages in the document. If the document has been changed since the last calculation of the 
document's length, the Pages property is recalculated. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Pages 
 
Return Value 
 
Integer 
 
Notes 
 
In the example, a Standard Footer is created with centre alignment. If the Document's Page total is greater than 
one, an OddPage and EvenPage footer are created with Right and Left alignment respectively. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Set Foot er Cont ent  St andar d_hf ,  " Page #PageNumber #" ,  " Ar i al " ,  8,  
Tr ue,  ,  ,  ,  eCent r e 
I f  qPr i nt . Document . Pages > 1 Then 
  qPr i nt . Document . Foot er Copy St andar d_hf ,  OddPage_hf  
  qPr i nt . Document . Foot er Copy St andar d_hf ,  EvenPage_hf  
  qPr i nt . Document . Foot er ( OddPage_hf ) . Al i gnment  = eRi ght  
  qPr i nt . Document . Foot er ( EvenPage_hf ) . Al i gnment  = eLef t  
  qPr i nt . Document . Set Foot er ( OddPage_hf )  = Tr ue 
  qPr i nt . Document . Set Foot er ( EvenPage_hf )  = Tr ue 
El se 
  qPr i nt . Document . Set Foot er ( St andar d_hf )  = Tr ue 
End I f  
  
� � � � � � � � %� 4 �5� � �
 
Sets/Returns the Paper size for the document. The following sizes are included in the qePrinterPaperSize 
Enum: A3, A4, A5 and B4. Then Enum uses the same values as the Visual Basic PrinterObjectConstants so 
other sizes can be used. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.PageSize 
 
Return Value 
 
qePrinterPaperSize 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . PageSi ze = eA4si ze  
 
See Also: MarginLeft, MarginRight, MarginTop, MarginBottom, AvailableHeight, AvailableWidth 
 
� � � � � � , � � � � � �
 
Clears the current document and all objects held. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Reset 
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Saves the current document to the specified file. qPrinter² will include any images and document items. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Save (Filename As String) 
 
Parameters 
 
Filename The name and path of the file to save. 

 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Save App. Pat h & " \ Document s\ MyFi l e. qdc"   
 
See Also: Load 
 
� � � � � � 4 � � � � ! � 	 � � �
 
The ScaleMode used for the Document. All measurements use this Scale. The Scale can be one of: Twips, 
Inches, Millimetres or Centimetres. qPrinter² will return measurements from the document in the chosen mode. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ScaleMode 
 
Return Value 
 
qePrinterScale 
 
Notes 
 
The example sets the ScaleMode of the Document to Inches and sets the Left and Right Margins to 1 inch. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Scal eMode = eI nch 
qPr i nt . Document . Mar gi nLef t  = 1 
qPr i nt . Document . Mar gi nRi ght  = 1 
 
See Also: MarginLeft, MarginRight, MarginTop, MarginBottom, AvailableHeight, AvailableWidth 



 © 2002 qbd software ltd  Page No 30 
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Returns/Sets property to determine whether the specified Footer is displayed. If the value is True then the 
Footer for the specified PageType is displayed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.SetFooter (PageType As qePrinterHeadFootPage) 
 
Parameters 
 
PageType The type of page to access. Standard, First, Odd, Even or Last. 

 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
Notes 
 
See Document Layout 
 
See Also: SetHeader, Footer 
  
� � � 
 � � 4 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Method to simplify creating a formatted Footer for the specified PageType. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.SetFooterContent (PageType As qeHeadFootShowEnum, Text As String, FontName As String, FontSize 
As Single, FontBold As Boolean , FontItalic As Boolean , FontUnderline As Boolean , FontColor As Long , Align 
As qePrinterAlign , IndentLeft As Single , IndentRight As Single , Width As Single ) 
 
Parameters 
 
PageType The type of page to create. Standard, First, Odd, Even or Last. 
Text The text for the Footer. 
FontName The Font family to use for the footer. 
FontSize The Font size to use for the Footer. 
FontBold Bold style. 
FontItalic Italic style. 
FontUnderline Underline style. 
FontColor Foreground colour. 
Align Alignment: Left, Centre, Right or Full justification. 
IndentLeft The distance from the Left margin to indent the item. 
IndentRight The distance from the Right margin to indent the item. 
Width The width of the item - used in conjunction with IndentLeft and IndentRight. 

 
Notes 
 
The example would create a Header for use on all pages that displays the Application Name and the Title 
'Document 1' in the centre using a Bold Arial 10pt font. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Set Foot er Cont ent  Fi r st Page_hf ,  " Page 1" ,  " Ar i al " ,  8,  Tr ue,  ,  ,  ,  
eCent r e 
qPr i nt . Document . Set Foot er ( Fi r st Page_hf )  = Tr ue 
 
See Also: SetFooter, FooterCopy, Footer, SetHeaderContent 
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Returns/Sets property to determine whether the specified Header is displayed. If the value is True then the 
Header for the specified PageType is displayed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.SetHeader (PageType As qePrinterHeadFootPage) 
 
Parameters 
 
PageType The type of page to access. Standard, First, Odd, Even or Last. 

 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
Notes 
 
See Document Layout 
 
See Also: Header, SetFooter 
  
� � � � � � 4 � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Method to simplify creating a formatted Header for the specified PageType. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.SetHeaderContent (PageType As qeHeadFootShowEnum, Text As String, FontName As String,  
FontSize As Single, FontBold As Boolean , FontItalic As Boolean , FontUnderline As Boolean , FontColor As 
Long , Align As qePrinterAlign , IndentLeft As Single , IndentRight As Single , Width As Single ) 
 
Parameters 
 
PageType The type of page to create. Standard, First, Odd, Even or Last. 
Text The text for the Header. 
FontName The Font family to use for the Header. 
FontSize The Font size to use for the Header. 
FontBold Bold style. 
FontItalic Italic style. 
FontUnderline Underline style. 
FontColor Foreground colour. 
Align Alignment: Left, Centre, Right or Full justification. 
IndentLeft The distance from the Left margin to indent the item. 
IndentRight The distance from the Right margin to indent the item. 
Width The distance from the Right margin to indent the item. 

  
Notes 
 
The example would create a Footer for use on the FirstPage that displays 'Page 1' in the centre using a Bold 
Arial 8pt font. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Set Header Cont ent  St andar d_hf ,  " #AppName# -  Document  1" ,  " Ar i al " ,  
10,  Tr ue,  ,  ,  ,  eCent r e 
qPr i nt . Document . Set Header ( St andar d_hf )  = Tr ue  
 
See Also: Header, SetHeader, HeaderCopy, SetFooterContent 
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Returns a Collection of FormatBlock Templates. FormatBlock Templates can be used to provide consistent style 
information across the document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Templates 
 
Return Value 
 
qcolDocumentItems 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Templ at es( " Ti t l e" ) . Font Name = " Ver dana"   
 
See Also: CreateColumns, DocumentItems, AddTemplateBlock 
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6 � � � � � � � � � � . � � � ) �
 
The qcFormatBlock holds formatting and text information to be printed. The styles for the FormatBlock apply to 
all the Text held by it. Templates are FormatBlocks without Text. These can then be used by TextBlocks 
(qcTextBlock) to add/edit smaller items that use the Template for their Formatting options. 
Properties and Methods 
 
� � � � � � � - � � � 
 � � � �
 
Returns whether the current Item is positioned Absolutely at a fixed position on a specified page. The value is 
set when the Object is added to the Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Absolute 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: qcDocument.AbsoluteItems, qcDocument.AddFormatBlock, qcDocument.AddImage 
 
� � � � � � - � � � %� � �
 
Sets/Returns the Page an Absolute Item is to be printed on. When the value is 0 (zero), the object will be printed 
on every page. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AbsPage 
 
Return Value 
 
Integer 
 
See Also: Absolute, qcDocument.AbsoluteItems 
 
� � � � � � � �%� � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the Alignment of the Item on the page: Left, Centre, Right or Full justification. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Alignment 
 
Return Value 
 
qePrinterAlign 
  
� � � � � . � � 	 � � � � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the Colour of the Border for the Item. The property uses the standard Visual Basic colour values. 
The ShowBorder property must be set for the Border to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderColor 
 
Return Value 
 
Long 
 
See Also: BorderShading, BorderLine, BorderMargin, BorderStyle, ShowBorder 
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� � � � � . � � 	 � � $� � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the width of the Border Line for the Item. The property is a drawing based pixel value. The 
ShowBorder property must be set for the Border to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderLine 
 
Return Value 
 
Integer 
 
See Also: BorderColor, BorderShading, BorderMargin, BorderStyle, ShowBorder 
 
� � � � � . � � 	 � � ! � � %�� � �
 
Returns/Sets the padding between the Border and the Content of the Item. The value is based on the 
ScaleMode property of the Document. 
The ShowBorder property must be set for the Border to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderMargin 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: BorderColor, BorderShading, BorderLine, BorderStyle, ShowBorder 
  
� � 	 � � . � � 	 � � 4 � � 	 � � %��
 
Returns/Sets the Colour of the area within the Border for the Item. The property uses the standard Visual Basic 
colour values. The ShowBorder property must be set for the Border shading to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderShading 
 
Return Value 
 
Long 
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� � 
 � � . � � 	 � � 4 � * � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the style of the Border for the Item. The value can be a combination of Enum values. The Enum 
includes each line individually, corner options (e.g. Top Left) and all values. 
The ShowBorder property must be set for the Border to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderStyle 
 
Return Value 
 
qeFormatBorderStyleEnum 
 
Notes 
 
For TextBlocks the default value is set to Use the Border style of the TextBlock's Template. 
 
Example 
 
'  Al l  f our  Bor der  Li nes:  
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . Bor der St y l e = f bsAl l  
'  The same set t i ng but  addi ng t he i ndi v i dual  bor der  l i ne val ues:  
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . Bor der St y l e = f bsBot t om + f bsTop + f bsRi ght  + 
f bsLef t  
 
See Also: BorderColor, BorderShading, BorderLine, BorderMargin, ShowBorder 
 
� � � � � � � � 
 � � 4 � � � �
 
Returns/Sets a value indicating how many Columns the current Item spans. This value is used by the qPrinter²'s 
ListView_Document, HTML_Export and Table_BestFit methods to determine the size of table columns. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ColumnSpan 
 
Return Value 
 
Long 
 
See Also: qcPrinter.Table_BestFit, qcPrinter.HTMExport, qcPrinter.ListView_Document 
 
� � � � � � " � 	 � � %� � �
 
Returns the last Page the Item will appear on. If StartPage is different to EndPage then the Item is split over 
different pages. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.EndPage 
 
Return Value 
 
Integer 
 
See Also: GetSize, HeightTwip, Height, StartPage 



 © 2002 qbd software ltd  Page No 36 

 
� � � � � � � � � � . � � 	 � �
 
Set/Return the Bold style for the FormatBlock/Template. True for Bold. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.FontBold 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Set/Return the Italic style for the FormatBlock/Template. True for Italic. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.FontItalic 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
� � � � � � � � � � 1 � � � � �
 
Set/Return the Font family name for the FormatBlock/Template. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.FontName 
 
Return Value 
 
String 
  
� � � � � � � � � � 4 �5� � �
 
Set/Return the Font Size for the FormatBlock/Template.  
 
Syntax 
 
Object.FontSize 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � �
 
Set/Return the Underline style for the FormatBlock/Template. True for Underline. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.FontUnderline 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: UnderlineAll, Underline 
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� � � � � � 7 � � 4 �5� � �
 
Method to calculate the size of the FormatBlock taking into consideration the Font metrics and border 
properties. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.GetSize 
 
� � � 	 � � � � �%� � � �
 
Returns the Height of the Item. The value is dependent on the ScaleMode property of the Document. The 
Height is calculated from the content of the Item and the Border properties. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Height 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
  
� � � 
 � � � � �%� �  ' � � � �
 
Returns the Height of the Item in Twips. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.HeightTwip 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
� � � � � � � � 	 � � � $� 3� � �
 
The distance from the Left margin to indent the Item. This item is dependent on the ScaleMode property of the 
Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.IndentLeft 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
� � � � � � � � 	 � � � , �%� � � �
 
The distance from the Right margin to indent the Item. This item is dependent on the ScaleMode property of the 
Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.IndentRight 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
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� � � � � � � � � � � � � � %� 	 � �
 
Returns a Boolean value indicating whether the Item has changed since its size was last calculated. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ItemChanged 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: GetSize 
 
� � � � � � � � � �  * � � � �
 
Returns the Type of Item, FormatBlock, TextBlock, Image or Template. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ItemType 
 
Return Value 
 
qeDocumentObjectTypeEnum 
 
� � � � � � 8 � � � 2 � � � 1 � # � � �
 
Returns/Sets whether the Item can be separated from the next Item over a Page Break. The property can be 
useful for ensuring that Sub-titles are kept with the text, or for Table style documents to ensure all rows are 
printed together. 
See Document Layout for further details. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.KeepWithNext 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
� � � � � � 8 � * � �
 
Returns the Key identifying the Item in the DocumentItems, AbsoluteItems or Templates. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Key 
 
Return Value 
 
String 
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� � � � � � $� � � 4 � � � � � %��
 
Returns/Sets a value to create a vertical space between each line of Text in a FormatBlock/Template. The value 
is dependent on the ScaleMode property of the Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.LineSpacing 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
� � � � � � ! � # � � �%� � �
 
Returns/Sets a value to restrict the Height on an Absolute Item. The value is dependent on the ScaleMode 
property of the Document. The value can be used by the FormPrint method to restrict the content printed to the 
dimension of each Control. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.MaxHeight 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
� � � 	 � � 1 � ' � � %� � �
 
Returns/Sets a value to determine whether the Item inserts a Page Break before, after or both before and after 
the item. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.NewPage 
 
Return Value 
 
qeTextNewPageEnum 
 
Example 
 
'  No page br eak 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = None_np 
'  Page br eak bef or e I t em -  I t em al ways st ar t s on a new page 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = Bef or e_np 
'  Page br eak af t er  I t em -  Next  i t em al ways st ar t s on a new page 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = Af t er _np 
'  Page br eak bef or e and af t er  I t em -  I t em appear s on seper at e page 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = Bot h_np 
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� � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � " � 	 � �
 
Returns the position where the Item ends vertically on the page. The value is dependent on the ScaleMode 
property of the document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.PositionEnd 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: Height, EndPage, PositionStart 
  
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 4 � � � � � �
 
Returns the position where the Item starts veritically on the page. The value is dependent on the ScaleMode 
property of the document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.PositionStart 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: Height, StartPage, PositionEnd 
 
� � � � � � 4 � � ' . � � 	 � � � �
 
Returns/Sets whether the Border for the Item is printed/previewed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ShowBorder 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: BorderColor, BorderShading, BorderLine, BorderMargin, BorderStyle 
 
� � � � � � 4 � � � � � � %� � �
 
Returns the first Page the Item will appear on. If StartPage is different to EndPage then the Item is split over 
different pages. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.StartPage 
 
Return Value 
 
Integer 
 
See Also: GetSize, HeightTwip, Height, EndPage 
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� � � � � �  � � � � � � � , � +� � � � � � �
 
Returns the Revision number of a Template. This is used internally by qPrinter² to determine whether the style 
options for a Template change so that TextItems based on the Template can be updated. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.TemplateRevision 
 
Return Value 
 
Long 
 
� � � � � �  � # � � �
 
The Text to be printed in the Item. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Text 
 
Return Value 
 
String 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document I t ems( 1) . Text  = " I t em 1"  
 
� � � � � �  � � � �
 
Sets/Returns the Top position of the Item. 
For Abosolute Items this value will determine the position on the Page the Item will be printed. 
For TextFlow Items, the value is used as a blank area between the last Item and the current Item. 
The value is dependent on the ScaleMode property of the Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Top 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
Notes 
 
The following example would leave a 1 centimetre gap before printing the item. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Scal eMode = eMi l l i met r e 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . Top = 10 
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� � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets a value to draw a line under a FormatBlock/Template. This has been superceded by the Border 
properties. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Underline 
 
Return Value 
 
Integer 
 
See Also: BorderLine, BorderStyle, ShowBorder, UnderlineAll 
 
� � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � �
Returns/Sets a value to underline each line of text. This differs from the FontUnderline property in that a line is 
drawn for the full width of the FormatBlock/Template even if the Text doesn't extend across the full width of the 
Item. The value is the width of the line in pixels. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.UnderlineAll 
 
Return Value 
 
Integer 
 
� � � 	 � � &� � �%� 1 � # � � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets a value to vertically align the next item with the Top of the current item. This is useful for 
column/table based documents. See Document Layout for further details. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.VAlignNextItem 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
Notes 
 
See the Invoice Example 
  
� � � 
 � � 2 � 	 � � � �
 
Sets/Returns the Width of the Item. This value will alter the IndentLeft and IndentRight values. The value is 
dependent on the ScaleMode property of the Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Width 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: IndentRight, IndentLeft, qcDocument.ScaleMode 

� �
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9 � � � �  � # � . � � � ) �
 
The qcTextBlock object is a cut down FormatBlock and uses Templates for formatting options. These are useful 
for Table/Column based documents where the Template holds the positioning information. 
 
� � � � � � . � � 	 � � 4 � * � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the style of the Border for the Item. The value can be a combination of Enum values. The Enum 
includes each line individually, corner options (e.g. Top Left) and all values. 
The ShowBorder property must be set for the Border to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderStyle 
 
Return Value 
 
qeFormatBorderStyleEnum 
 
Notes 
 
For TextBlocks the default value is set to Use the Border style of the TextBlock's Template. 
 
Example 
 
'  Al l  f our  Bor der  Li nes:  
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . Bor der St y l e = f bsAl l  
'  The same set t i ng but  addi ng t he i ndi v i dual  bor der  l i ne val ues:  
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . Bor der St y l e = f bsBot t om + f bsTop + f bsRi ght  + 
f bsLef t  
'  Use Templ at e Bor der  set t i ngs:  
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . Bor der St y l e = f bsUseTempl at e  
See Al so:  qcFor mat Bl ock. Bor der Col or ,  qcFor mat Bl ock. Bor der Shadi ng,  
qcFor mat Bl ock. Bor der Li ne,  qcFor mat Bl ock. Bor der Mar gi n,  qcFor mat Bl ock. ShowBor der  
 
� � � � � � � �%� � � �
 
Returns the Height of the Item. The value is dependent on the ScaleMode property of the Document. The 
Height is calculated from the content of the Item and the Border properties. For TextBlocks the Height is 
calculated using the style properties of the Template associated with the TextBlock. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Height 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: Template 
 
� � � � � � � �%� �  ' � � � �
 
Returns the Height of the Item in Twips. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.HeightTwip 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
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� � � � � � � � � � � � � %� 	 � �
 
Returns a Boolean value indicating whether the Item has changed since its size was last calculated. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ItemChanged 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: qcFormatBlock.GetSize 
 
� � � � � � � � �  * � � � �
 
Returns the Type of Item, FormatBlock, TextBlock, Image or Template. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ItemType 
 
Return Value 
 
qeDocumentObjectTypeEnum 
 
� � � � � 8 � � � 2 � � � 1 � # � � �
 
Returns/Sets whether the Item can be separated from the next Item over a Page Break. The property can be 
useful for ensuring that Sub-titles are kept with the text, or for Table style documents to ensure all rows are 
printed together. For the TextBlock, the value can override the value in the Template by changing the 
UseTemplateKeepNext to False. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.KeepWithNext 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: UseTemplateKeepNext 
 
� � 	 � � 8 � * � �
 
Returns the Key identifying the Item in the DocumentItems, AbsoluteItems or Templates. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Key 
 
Return Value 
 
String 



 © 2002 qbd software ltd  Page No 45 

 
� � 
 � � 1 � ' � � %� � �
 
Returns/Sets a value to determine whether the Item inserts a Page Break before, after or both before and after 
the item. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.NewPage 
 
Return Value 
 
qeTextNewPageEnum 
 
Example 
 
'  No page br eak 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = None_np 
'  Page br eak bef or e I t em -  I t em al ways st ar t s on a new page 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = Bef or e_np 
'  Page br eak af t er  I t em -  Next  i t em al ways st ar t s on a new page 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = Af t er _np 
'  Page br eak bef or e and af t er  I t em -  I t em appear s on seper at e page 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = Bot h_np 
 
� � � � �  � � � � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the Key identify the Template to use for style properties. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Template 
 
Return Value 
 
String 
 
� � � � � �  � � � � � � � , � +� � � � � � �
 
Returns the Template Revision number last used when the TextBlock's size was measured. Used internally by 
qPrinter² to check whether the measurement needs to be recalculated. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.TemplateRevision 
 
Return Value 
 
Long 
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� � � � � �  � # � � �
 
The Text to be printed in the Item. For TextBlocks the text is printed using the style information in the Template. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Text 
 
Return Value 
 
String 
 
Example 
 
qPrint.DocumentItems(1).Text = "Item 1"  
 
See Also: Template 
 
� � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � 8 � � � 1 � # � � �
 
Returns/Sets a boolean value indicating wether the TextBlock uses the KeepWithNextItem setting from the 
Template. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.UseTemplateKeepNext 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: KeepWithNext 
 
� � � � � � &� � �%� 1 � # � � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets a value to vertically align the next item with the Top of the current item. This is useful for 
column/table based documents. See Document Layout for further details. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.VAlignNextItem 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
Notes 
 
See the Invoice Example 
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: � � � � � � � %� �
 
Used to hold information about Images in the Document. The Image can have similar formatting options to the 
FormatBlock including positioning, Alignment and Border properties. 
Properties and Methods 
 
	 � � � � � - � � � %� � �
 
Sets/Returns the Page an Absolute Item is to be printed on. When the value is 0 (zero), the object will be printed 
on every page. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AbsPage 
 
Return Value 
 
Integer 
 
See Also: qcDocument.AbsoluteItems 
 
	 � � � � � � �%� � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the Alignment of the Item on the page: Left, Centre, Right or Full justification. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Alignment 
 
Return Value 
 
qePrinterAlign 
 
 
	 � � � � � � � � � � , � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets whether the Image will retain its shape if the Height or Width are changed. If the value is set to 
True and either size property is changed, the other size property will change proportionally. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.AspectRatio 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: Width, Height 
 
	 � � � � . � � 	 � � � � � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the Colour of the Border for the Item. The property uses the standard Visual Basic colour values. 
The ShowBorder property must be set for the Border to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderColor 
 
Return Value 
 
Long 
 
See Also: BorderColor, BorderLine, BorderMargin, BorderStyle 
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	 � � � � . � � 	 � � $� � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the width of the Border Line for the Item. The property is a drawing based pixel value. The 
ShowBorder property must be set for the Border to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderLine 
 
Return Value 
 
Integer 
 
See Also: BorderColor, BorderShading, BorderMargin, BorderStyle, ShowBorder 
 
	 � � � � . � � 	 � � ! � � %�� � �
 
Returns/Sets the padding between the Border and the Content of the Item. The value is based on the 
ScaleMode property of the Document. 
The ShowBorder property must be set for the Border to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderMargin 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: BorderColor, BorderShading, BorderLine, BorderStyle, ShowBorder 
 
	 � 	 � � . � � 	 � � 4 � � 	 � � %��
 
Returns/Sets the Colour of the area within the Border for the Item. The property uses the standard Visual Basic 
colour values. For the Image object the shading is of the BorderMargin - the gap between the Image and the 
Border. The ShowBorder property must be set for the Border shading to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderShading 
 
Return Value 
 
Long 
 
See Also: BorderColor, BorderLine, BorderMargin, BorderStyle, ShowBorder 
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	 � 
 � � . � � 	 � � 4 � * � � � �
 
Returns/Sets the style of the Border for the Item. The value can be a combination of Enum values. The Enum 
includes each line individually, corner options (e.g. Top Left) and all values. 
The ShowBorder property must be set for the Border to be printed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.BorderStyle 
 
Return Value 
 
qeFormatBorderStyleEnum 
 
Notes 
 
For TextBlocks the default value is set to Use the Border style of the TextBlock's Template. 
 
Example 
 
'  Al l  f our  Bor der  Li nes:  
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . Bor der St y l e = f bsAl l  
'  The same set t i ng but  addi ng t he i ndi v i dual  bor der  l i ne val ues:  
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . Bor der St y l e = f bsBot t om + f bsTop + f bsRi ght  + 
f bsLef t  
 
See Also: BorderColor, BorderShading, BorderLine, BorderMargin, ShowBorder 
  
	 � � � � � � � 
 � � 4 � � � � �
 
Returns/Sets a value indicating how many Columns the current Item spans. This value is used by the qPrinter²'s 
ListView_Document, HTML_Export and Table_BestFit methods to determine the size of table columns. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ColumnSpan 
 
Return Value 
 
Long 
 
See Also: qcPrinter.Table_BestFit, qcPrinter.HTMExport, qcPrinter.ListView_Document 
 
	 � � � � � � � �%� � � �
 
Returns/Sets the Height of the Item. If the AspectRatio property of the Image Item is set to True, the Width of 
the Image will be changed to retain the shape of the Image. The value is dependent on the ScaleMode property 
of the Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Height 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: Width, AspectRatio 



 © 2002 qbd software ltd  Page No 50 

 
	 � � � � � � � �%� �  ' � � � �
 
Returns the Height of the Item in Twips. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.HeightTwip 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
  
	 � � � � � � � � %� . � � ) 8 � * � �
 
Returns/Sets the Key identifying the ImageBank Image to use for the Object. 
 
Syntax  
 
Object.ImageBankKey 
 
Return Value 
 
String 
 
See Also: Picture, LoadImage, UseImageBank 
 
	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � %� 	 � �
 
Returns a Boolean value indicating whether the Item has changed since its size was last calculated. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ItemChanged 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: qcFormatBlock.GetSize 
 
	 � � � � � � � � �  * � � � �
 
Returns the Type of Item, FormatBlock, TextBlock, Image or Template. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ItemType 
 
Return Value 
 
qeDocumentObjectTypeEnum 
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	 � � � � � 8 � � � 2 � � � 1 � # � � �
 
Returns/Sets whether the Item can be separated from the next Item over a Page Break. The property can be 
useful for ensuring that Sub-titles are kept with the text, or for Table style documents to ensure all rows are 
printed together. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.KeepWithNext 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
	 � � � � � 8 � * � �
 
Returns the Key identifying the Item in the DocumentItems or AbsoluteItems. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Key 
 
Return Value 
 
String 
 
 
	 � � 	 � � $� 3� � �
 
The distance from the Left margin to position the Item. The value will be used in conjunction with the Alignment 
property of the Image. This item is dependent on the ScaleMode property of the Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Left 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: Alignment 
 
	 � � 
 � � $� � 	 � � � %� � �
 
Loads the specified Image file into the Image item. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.LoadImage (Path As String) 
 
Parameters 
 
Path Path and filename of the Image to Load. 

 
See Also: Picture, ImageBankKey, UseImageBank 
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Returns/Sets a value to determine whether the Item inserts a Page Break before, after or both before and after  
the item. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.NewPage 
 
Return Value 
 
qeTextNewPageEnum 
 
Example 
 
'  No page br eak 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = None_np 
'  Page br eak bef or e I t em -  I t em al ways st ar t s on a new page 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = Bef or e_np 
'  Page br eak af t er  I t em -  Next  i t em al ways st ar t s on a new page 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = Af t er _np 
'  Page br eak bef or e and af t er  I t em -  I t em appear s on seper at e page 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . NewPage = Bot h_np 
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Returns/Sets the Picture for the Image Item. The property is set using the Document's AddImage. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Picture 
 
Return Value 
 
StdPicture 
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Resets the Image Size to its original Height and Width. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ResetSize 
 
See Also: Width, Height, AspectRatio 
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Returns/Sets whether the Border for the Item is printed/previewed. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.ShowBorder 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: BorderColor, BorderShading, BorderLine, BorderMargin, BorderStyle 
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Sets/Returns the Top position of the Item. 
For Abosolute Items this value will determine the position on the Page the Item will be printed. 
For TextFlow Items, the value is used as a blank area between the last Item and the current Item. 
The value is dependent on the ScaleMode property of the Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Top 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
Notes 
 
The following example would leave a 1 centimetre gap before printing the item. 
 
Example 
 
qPr i nt . Document . Scal eMode = eMi l l i met r e 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( 1) . Top = 10 
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Returns/Sets whether the Image Item uses a Picture held in the ImageBank 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.UseImageBank 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
See Also: Picture, LoadImage, UseImageBank 
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Returns/Sets a value to vertically align the next item with the Top of the current item. This is useful for 
column/table based documents. See Document Layout for further details. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.VAlignNextItem 
 
Return Value 
 
Boolean 
 
Notes 
 
See the Invoice Example 
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Sets/Returns the Width of the Item. If the AspectRatio property of the Image Item is set to True, the Height of 
the Image will be changed to retain the shape of the Image. The value is dependent on the ScaleMode property 
of the Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Width 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: AspectRatio, Left, Alignment, qcDocument.ScaleMode 
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The qcImageBank Class is used to hold a collection of Images that are used by the Document. It is useful for 
holding Images that are repeated in the Document, ensuring they are stored only once. 
 
Properties and Methods 
 

 � � � � � � �%� � � �
 
Returns the Height of the Item. The value is dependent on the ScaleMode property of the Document. The 
Height is calculated from the content of the Item and the Border properties. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Height 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
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Returns the Height of the Item in Twips. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.HeightTwip 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
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Returns the Key identifying the Item in the DocumentItems, AbsoluteItems or Templates. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Key 
 
Return Value 
 
String 
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Syntax 
 
Object.LoadImage (Path As String) 
 
Parameters 
 
Path  
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Syntax 
 
Object.Picture 
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Sets/Returns the Width of the Item. This value will alter the IndentLeft and IndentRight values. The value is 
dependent on the ScaleMode property of the Document. 
 
Syntax 
 
Object.Width 
 
Return Value 
 
Single 
 
See Also: qcFormatBlock.IndentRight, qcFormatBlock.IndentLeft, qcDocument.ScaleMode 
 



 © 2002 qbd software ltd  Page No 57 

  
 

� � ' � � � � 
 � � � � � � ' � � ) � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
Introduction 
 
qPrinter² Documents are constructed by adding different objects (text and images) to the document.  When 
qPrinter² prints or previews the document, it calculates the position and size of each object, taking into account 
styles, indenting and border properties.  It allows the coder to change text or images in the document without 
having to recreate the document. 
 
Each Page of a Document is split into 3 areas: Header, Footer and Body.Header 
 

Header 
 Headers and Footers are optional.  The Body of the document will fit appropriately 

between the Header and Footer for each page.  Where there are no Headers or Footers 
the body will start and end at the top and bottom of the page. 

  

The Body of the Document is split between Absolute items and TextFlow items.  Absolute 
items can have their position set to specific coordinates and can either be printed on a 
specific page or on all pages.  Absolute items are always printed before TextFlow items 
on a page. 

Footer 
 TextFlow items are presented in the document one after the other in the order they are 

held in the Document object. qPrinter² calculates the size of each item in order to 
measure which page and where on the page the TextItem will be positioned. 

 
 
Vertical Alignment 

 
The vertical alignment of TextFlow items can 
be set so that following items start at the same 
position.  This allows columns and tables to be 
constructed. 
 
In the diagram, the first example shows three 
items that have the VAlignNextItem set to 
False.  Block 2 is positioned vertically below 
Block 1 and Block 3 is positioned below Block 
2. 
 
 
In the second example Block 1 and Block 2 have their VAlignNextItem property set to True.  Block 3 has the 
same property set to False, otherwise the next item would also be presented at the same vertical position. 
 
Where Document items are vertically aligned, qPrinter² will calculate the tallest item and position the next non-
aligned item below the tallest item. 
 
Keeping Items together on a Page 
 
It is possible to ensure that items are kept together using the 'KeepWithNext' property.  When this property is set 
to True, qPrinter² will start a new page if it cannot fit all the 'KeepWithNext' items on the current page.  Where 
the height of the grouped items is taller than the page, qPrinter² will present them as if the value had not been 
set.  This is to ensure that blank pages are not included.  By combining the VAlignNextItem and KeepWithNext 
properties you can create a table and ensure it is printed entirely on a page.  
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Introduction 
 
This is a small example designed to demonstrate creating an Invoice with qPrinter².  The routine demonstrates 
some of the features of qPrinter² including Templates, the CreateColumns method and Inline styles. 
 
Di m vWi dt h( 1 To 5)  As Var i ant  
Di m sText  As St r i ng 
Di m qPr i nt  As qcPr i nt er  
 
'  I ni t i al i se qPr i nt  and set  Scal eMode 
Set  qPr i nt  = New qcPr i nt er  
qPr i nt . Document . Scal eMode = eMi l l i met r e 
 
'  Add Templ at e f or  gener al  i nf or mat i on:  
qPr i nt . Document . AddTempl at eBl ock " Ver dana" ,  11,  " st y l eBody"  
 
'  Ti t l e 
qPr i nt . Document . AddFor mat Bl ock " COMPANY NAME I NVOI CE" ,  " Ar i al " ,  12,  Tr ue,  ,  ,  ,  
eCent r e 
 
'  Addr ess 
sText  = " Company Name"  & vbCr Lf  & " St r eet  Addr ess"  & vbCr Lf  & " Town/ Ci t y"  & vbCr Lf  
& " Count r y"  
qPr i nt . Document . AddFor mat Bl ock sText ,  " Ar i al " ,  11,  Tr ue,  ,  ,  ,  eRi ght  
 
'  Cust omer  Det ai l s  -  usi ng ' s t y l eBody'  Templ at e 
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " <b>Cust omer  Name: </ b><t ab=50>Bl ah Smi t h" ,  
" st y l eBody"  
sText  =  " <b>Cust omer  Addr ess: </ b><l i ndent =50>St r eet  Addr ess"  & vbCr Lf   & 
" Town/ Ci t y"  & vbCr Lf  & " Zi p Code"  & vbCr Lf  & " Count r y"  & vbCr Lf  
 
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock sText , " st y l eBody"  
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " <b>Cust omer  Number : </ b><t ab=50>100001" ,  " st y l eBody"  
qPr i nt . Document . AddText Bl ock " <b>Or der  Number : </ b><t ab=50>100001" ,  " st y l eBody"  
 
'  Cr eat e header  r ow t empl at es f or  t he t abl e 
qPr i nt . Document . Cr eat eCol umns 5,  " t bHead" ,  Tr ue,  " Ar i al " ,  11,  eCent r e,  0,  0,  
ccr Fi r st Row,  0,  2,  5,  1,  2,  2 
'  
 Cr eat e a t empl at e f or  Or der  I t ems t o be i nser t ed i n t he I nvoi ce 
qPr i nt . Document . Cr eat eCol umns 5,  " t bI t em" ,  Tr ue,  " Ar i al " ,  11,  eLef t ,  0,  0,  
ccr Mi ddl eRow,  0,  2,  5,  1,  2,  2 
 
'  Adj ust  t he Or der  I t em Templ at es:  
 
'  Fi r st  Col umn ( I t em I D Number )  -  No changes 
'  Second Col umn ( I t em Descr i pt i on)  -  Make i t al i c :  
qPr i nt . Document . Templ at es( " t bI t em2" ) . Font I t al i c  = Tr ue 
 
'  Thi r d Col umn ( Quant i t y)  -  Ri ght  Just i f y  Number  
qPr i nt . Document . Templ at es( " t bI t em3" ) . Al i gnment  = eRi ght  
 
'  Four t h Col umn ( I t em Cost )  -  Ri ght  Just i f y  Number ,  Cour i er  New f ont  
qPr i nt . Document . Templ at es( " t bI t em4" ) . Al i gnment  = eRi ght  
qPr i nt . Document . Templ at es( " t bI t em4" ) . Font Name = " Cour i er  New"  
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'  Fi f t h Col umn ( SubTot al )  -  Ri ght  Just i f y  Number ,  Cour i er  New f ont ,  Bol d t ext  
qPr i nt . Document . Templ at es( " t bI t em5" ) . Al i gnment  = eRi ght  
qPr i nt . Document . Templ at es( " t bI t em5" ) . Font Name = " Cour i er  New"  
qPr i nt . Document . Templ at es( " t bI t em5" ) . Font Bol d = Tr ue 
 
'  I nser t  t he Header  r ow f or  t he st ar t  of  t he I nvoi ce 
qPr i nt . Document . I nser t Row " t bHead" ,  " " ,  Fal se,  " I D" ,  " Descr i pt i on" ,  " Qt y" ,  
" Pr i ce" ,  " Sub- Tot al "  
 
'  Add each i t em t o t he or der  
qPr i nt . Document . I nser t Row " t bI t em" ,  " " ,  Fal se,  " 1001" ,  " Sal es I t em Descr i pt i on" ,  
" 1" ,  " £ 2. 40" ,  " £ 2. 40"  
qPr i nt . Document . I nser t Row " t bI t em" ,  " " ,  Fal se,  " 1001" ,  " Sal es I t em Descr i pt i on" ,  
" 1" ,  " £ 2. 40" ,  " £ 2. 40"  
qPr i nt . Document . I nser t Row " t bI t em" ,  " " ,  Fal se,  " 1001" ,  " Sal es I t em Descr i pt i on" ,  
" 1" ,  " £ 2. 40" ,  " £ 2. 40"  
qPr i nt . Document . I nser t Row " t bI t em" ,  " " ,  Fal se,  " 1001" ,  " Sal es I t em Descr i pt i on" ,  
" 1" ,  " £ 2. 40" ,  " £ 2. 40"  
qPr i nt . Document . I nser t Row " t bI t em" ,  " " ,  Fal se,  " 1001" ,  " Sal es I t em Descr i pt i on" ,  
" 1" ,  " £ 2. 40" ,  " £ 2. 40"  
qPr i nt . Document . I nser t Row " t bI t em" ,  " " ,  Fal se,  " 1001" ,  " Sal es I t em Descr i pt i on" ,  
" 1" ,  " £ 2. 40" ,  " £ 2. 40"  
 
'  I nser t  Tot al  r ow usi ng Bol d t ext :  
'  The l ast  t wo val ues ( 10, 2)  ar e t he col umn wi dt hs.  The f i r s t  val ue 10 means t he 
l ef t  
'  hand col umn wi l l  span 4 of  t he above col umns:  
qPr i nt . Document . Cr eat eCol umns 2,  " t bTot al " ,  Fal se,  " Ar i al " ,  11,  eLef t ,  0,  0,  
ccr Last Row,  0,  10,  2 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( " t bTot al 1" ) . Font Bol d = Tr ue 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( " t bTot al 1" ) . Text  = " Tot al "  
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( " t bTot al 2" ) . Font Name = " Cour i er  New"  
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( " t bTot al 2" ) . Font Bol d = Tr ue 
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( " t bTot al 2" ) . Al i gnment  = eRi ght  
qPr i nt . Document . Document I t ems( " t bTot al 2" ) . Text  = " £14. 40"  
 
'  Di spl ay a Pr evi ew of  t he I nvoi ce 
qPr i nt . Pr evi ew 
 
'  Cl ear  t he qPr i nt  obj ect  
Set  qPr i nt  = Not hi ng  
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Printer² allows inline styles to be included in the text of FormatBlocks and TextBlocks.  This includes Bold, Italic 
and Underline.  A new inline style command in qPrinter² is the <TAB=n> command.  This will position the next 
piece of text at position 'n' horizontally on the page. 
 
qPrinter² also allows Variable inserts to be included in the text.  These include Page Number and Page Total. 
 
Style Inserts 
 
<B> Bold 
<I> Italic 
<U> Underline 
<FONT=n> Change font face where n is a string indicating the name of the font face 
<SIZE=n> Change the size of the font (n) 
<COLOR=n> Change the colour of the text where n is a hexadecimal represented by #rrggbb 
<ALIGN=n> Change the Alignment (Left, Centre, Center, Right or Justify).  Only one call can be 

made per line.  If more than one call is made, the last one will be used.  The new 
alignment will value will be used for all subsequent lines until changed or an end tag is 
encountered.  The end tag will return the alignment to the TextItem default. 

<LINDENT=n>  Change the Left Indentation of the TextItem.  This is independent of the default 
.IndentLeft value.  A forced same line print will be initiated.  Anything that has already 
been queued for the line will be printed before the Indent is implemented.  This allows 
lefthand margin titles similar to the layout of this page. 
 

<RINDENT=n> Change the Right Indentation of the TextItem.  See <LINDENT=n> 
<FORCE> Anything on the line prior to the FORCE call will be sent to the printer/preview and the 

next piece of information will be printed at the same vertical position.  This allows 
left/right alignment on the same line e.g. 
 
 Left<FORCE><ALIGN=Right>Right 
 
would print Left on the left hand margin and Right on the right hand margin. 

<TAB=n> Move the next piece of Text to 'n' horizontally.  This insert is dependent on the 
ScaleMode of the document.  This can include a right to left movement. 

End Tags All style tags can be closed using </style> e.g. </B></FONT>  there is no requirement 
for a closing FORCE tag or TAB tag. 

 
Variable Inserts 
 
#PageNumber# Inserts the Current Page number. 
#PageTotal# Inserts the Total number of pages in the document 
#LongDate# Inserts Date in Long format 
#ShortDate# Inserts Date in Short format 
#LongTime#  Inserts Time in Long format 
#ShortTime# Inserts Time in Short format 
#AppName# Inserts the name of the Application printing the document specified in the AppName 

property. 
 
 
  
  
  
 


